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2%.—Quartile and Declle Ages of Decedents by Sex, 19261928,

Both Sexes. Male. Female.
Position in Array by Age.

1926, 1 1927, | 1928 | 1926, | 1927, | 1928 || 1026, | 1927, | 1928,
Fivst quactile_................ 1-83 2-58] 4.67 1-34] 1.80 2.5 3-96 6-82
Second quartile. 4650 45-94] 4901 45-16] 46.04 45-80| 45-83| 40-12
Third guartile, . T0.70| 7032} 71.32) 70-05| 69-69 71-81) 7107 7229
Firet degile............coo000 0-88] 0-99| 1-27] ©¢-80] 0-71 1-43| 1.49) 1-77
Sacond degile................. ¥ 8-5¢( 10-00} 14-28 6.60) 7-87 11-74] 14-64| 19.92
Third decile.................. years of age | §-95| 9-78! 16-07] 4-30| 6-76 12-18] 13-7Q| 18-45
Fourth decile. “ 2877 2937 3430 2647, 28.16! 30-61| 30-56) 34-75
Fifth decile. ., “ 45.50( 45-94] 49-01) 45.16] 46-04 45.89( 45-83] 49.12
Sixth decile i 58 40| 58-28| $0-13| 57-73| b7-80 59-13| 58-74| 60-70
Seventh dec. «“ 67-15| 06-89| 68-06) 66-44] 66-25 69-00| 67-59| 68-00
Ellghth det_::lle. . * T4-05] 73-73| 74-48) 73.28| 72-97 -0 7467 7544
Ninth deeile.................. " 80-82| 80-56) 81-004 79-89| 79465 81-85] 81-60] 82-20

Death Rates by Age Groups.—The death rates per 1,000 persons living in
each group were shown in a table on p. 175 of the 1927-28 Year Book for the years
1921-24, The ecaleulations were made on the assumption that the age constitution
of the estimated population of the Iater years was the same as that of the
ascertained population of the census year.

In this table there was indicated a declining death rate at the earlier ages, a
stationary death rate between 35 and 55, and an increasing death rate after 55.
While the Canadian period of observation is too short to establish these as
general conclusions, the experience of other countries tends to confirm them as
being common to the civilized countries of the world.

When the death rate by sexes in various age groups was considered it was
evident that in most age groups the female death rate was lower than that of
males, though there are sigmificant exceptions. In 1924, the female death rate
was lower in the groups up to 20 and above 55. In the groups from 20-24 and
45-54 it was the same as that for males, but in the groups from 25 to 44 it was
distinetly higher.

Adjusted Death Rate.—While the crude death rate gives the actual mortality
per 1,000 of population, the differing age constitution of the population in
different communities and the high mortality among infants and elderly people
makes the crude death rate no true tesl of the relative expectation of life in
such communities. Where the age constitution of a particular group is par-
ticularly favourable to low mortality, for example, in an army in peace time,
the crude death rate will be lower than elsewhere.

When comparisons of the rates of mortality in several communities are made
by age groups as is done for the eight provinces in Table 21 on p. 162 of the
Canada Year Baok, 1925, the effects of differences in age constitution between
these communities are eliminated, but by a rather cumbrous process, which
does not bring together and express as a single figure the facts of the situation.
It has therefore been considered desirable to adopt a particular community as
a standard, and to find what the death rates of other communities would have
been if the age and sex constifution of their population had corresponded to
those of the community taken as a standard. The “standard” population
chosen for this purpose in England and Wales and the United States is the
“ standard million,” based on the age and sex distribution per million of the
population of England and Wales at the census of 1901. That age and sex
distribution was as follows:—



